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For the past thirty-one years, Mr. Reifer has been a successful businessman, entrepreneur, software management consultant, author and teacher.  He has published over one hundred software engineering and management papers and six books including his popular sixth edition of the “Software Management Tutorial (IEEE Computer Society).”  Mr. Reifer is currently a Visiting Associate at the University of Southern California (USC).  In the 1980’s, he served as a Hitachi Fellow.  During 2005, Mr. Reifer served as a Visiting Scientist at the Systems and Software Consortium, Inc. (SSCI).  
Mr. Reifer has served on numerous industry and government panels and boards.  As an example, he served in 2001 as a member of the Software Product Engineering Panel, Office of the Secretary of Defense’s Software Summit Panel.  In 1999, he was a member of the COTS panel, Air Force Scientific Advisory Board.  Currently, he has served on the Board of Directors of several software start-ups.
Mr. Reifer is a senior member of the IEEE, a senior member of the ACM, a member of INCOSE, and life member of ISPA.  He has served as on numerous conference committees and as a member of the IEEE Technical Committee on Software Engineering.
Mr. Reifer’s many awards include the Secretary of Defense’s Medal for Outstanding Public Service, the NASA Exceptional Service Medal, the AIAA Software Engineering Award, the ISPA Frieman Award, the DISA Exceptional Service Award, membership in Who’s Who in the West, and the Hughes Aircraft Company Fellowship.  
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Donald J. Reifer is recognized as one of the leading figures in the fields of software engineering and management with over thirty-eight years of progressive management experience in academia, industry and government.  From 1993 to 1995, Mr. Reifer managed the DoD Software Initiatives Office under an IPA assignment with the Defense Information Systems Agency.  As part of this Senior Executive Service assignment, he served as the Director of the DoD Software Reuse Initiative and Chief of the Ada Joint Program Office.  He led the move to product lines and architecture-based reuse.  Previously, while with TRW, Mr. Reifer served as Deputy Program Manager for their Global Positioning Satellite efforts.  While with the Aerospace Corporation, Mr. Reifer managed all of the software efforts related to the Space Transportation System (Space Shuttle).  Currently, as President of RCI, Mr. Reifer advises executives in Fortune 500 firms worldwide in the areas of software investment and improvement strategies.  For the past seven years, Mr. Reifer has been focusing his efforts on estimation, measurement, metrics and software security issues.
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